
• Plan to arrive at Steele-Waseca 
early enough to be registered by 
the time the meeting begins. As 
noted on the agenda, registration 
ends at 11 a.m. You must be reg-
istered by that time to be eligible to 
vote for director candidates and be 
included in the prize drawings.

• Steele-Waseca’s front office will 
be CLOSED for regular business 
the day of the annual meeting. If 
you choose to pay your June en-
ergy bill that day, you will be able 
to leave the payment in the registra-
tion area.

• Steele-Waseca will be collect-
ing donations for the area county 
food shelves. Please bring non-
perishable food items or monetary 
donations with you to the annual 
meeting, and receive (1) free 60-
watt compact fluorescent light bulb 
per adult member. The bulbs will be 
given away at the Steele-Waseca 
booth. Stop by with your food shelf 
donation and start saving energy 
dollars. 

• Lunch will be served following 
the annual meeting. The menu will 
include: smoked pork chops, green 
beans, scalloped potatoes, spring 
pasta salad, dinner rolls, coffee, 
white and chocolate milk, water, 
and Dairy Queen Dilly® Bars.

• The green X on the adjacent map 
marks the exit (#41) you’ll need to 
take if you’re arriving via Interstate 
35. The green      marks the loca-
tion of Steele-Waseca Cooperative 
Electric’s headquarters at 2411 W. 
Bridge St. 

• Parking will be available on the 
property surrounding the building. 
Miner’s Outdoor & Rec, located at 
Highway 218 South, Blooming Prai-
rie, will be supplying several golf 
cars to shuttle you to and from the 
meeting.  
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Malecha selected Youth Tour delegate
Ashley Malecha of 

rural Dundas has 
been awarded an all-
expense paid trip to 
the Washington, D.C. 
2010 Youth Tour, June 
12-17. 

Ashley, the daugh-
ter of Greg and Renee 
Malecha, was selected 
from a panel of  judg-
es who evaluated two 
entries this year. 

The judges evaluated the applicants 
responses to two essay questions: the 
first was on why the applicant wished 
to be Steele-Waseca’s delegate for the 
Youth Tour; the second asked the appli-
cants what commitment to community 
meant to them. 

“Being active in your community 
puts you in a leadership role and you do 
what you can to make your community 
successful,” stated Ashley in her essay. 
“In the end you are not looking for any-
thing in return, you’re doing it because 
you want to.”

The applications were also evalu-
ated for completeness, composition, 
neatness, ability to communicate, and 
participation in school and community 
activities. 

The tour is coordinated through the 
Minnesota Rural Electric Association 
(MREA), with participating coopera-
tives sponsoring a member student to 
travel to Washington, D.C. High school 
sophomores or juniors with parents or 
guardians who are Steele-Waseca mem-
bers are eligible to participate.

During her visit, Ashley will be join-
ing other delegates from Minnesota and 
across the nation. She’ll learn about the 
rural electric program, meet with mem-
bers of Minnesota’s congressional del-
egation, and tour historical sites in and 

around our nation’s capital. 
Ashley is presently completing her ju-

nior year at Northfield High School. She 
is a member of the National Honor So-
ciety; Youth Teaching Youth, where she 
and a partner teach second and fourth 
graders about the affects of drugs, al-
cohol, peer pressure and bullying; high 
school tennis and an after-school ten-
nis program in one of the elementary 
schools; and R.A.L.I.E. (Raider Activ-
ity Leaders Improving Enthusiasm) 
involving game nights, pep-fests and 
other activities at the school. 

She is active in her church with Chil-
dren’s Church for preschoolers, small 
group leader for the church’s youth 
group, and Vacation Bible School. 

Ashley is involved in her communi-
ty’s 4-H program. As an ambassador, 
she has been involved with many activi-
ties from day camps for kids, handing 
out ribbons at the Rice County Fair and 
participating in parades to promote 4-
H. Her 4-H projects shown at the fair 
have been in the areas of photography, 
sewing, arts and crafts, and performing 
arts. 

Ashley’s family are dairy farmers and 
she has appreciated the experience. “It 
has taught me many lessons like re-
sponsibility. I’ve learned that by work-
ing together you can get more accom-
plished in less time. There are so many 
things that need to be done on a farm to 
make it a successful business.” She add-
ed, “I can do just about every chore on 
the farm now from feeding to milking. 
I love living on the farm, but it comes 
with many responsibilities.”

Steele-Waseca wishes to thank this 
year’s applicants and congratulate 

Ashley for being selected to represent 
the co-op in Washington, D.C. Ashley 
will be recognized by Steele-Waseca 
during this year’s annual meeting.

Ashley Malecha
2010 Steele-Waseca
Youth Tour delegate

Tuesday, June 8, 2010 - 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Steele-Waseca Cooperative Electric

2411 West Bridge Street, Owatonna, Minnesota
9:30 a.m. - 11 a.m.     ..........Registration for director voting and prizes
9:30 a.m. - 11 a.m.   ......................Popcorn and many display booths
10:45 a.m.    .......Presentation for ACRE (Action Committee for Rural
Electrification)

11 a.m.  .........................Registration ends, business meeting begins

Presentation of Colors   ........Color Guard, Civil Air Patrol & Faribault
Middle School

Pledge of Allegiance   ......................................................................All

Invocation  .....................................Kenneth Mracek, Board Chaplain 

Call to Order .......................................Donald Kolb, Board President
Establish Quorum, Adopt Agenda   .....Donald Kolb, Board President
Notice of Meeting, Proof of Mailing ..Gary Wilson, Board Sec./Treas.
Election of Directors     ..........................Eric Mattison, SWCE Attorney

Nominating Committee Report    ....Bob Walterson, Cmte. Chairman
Director Candidate Introduction ...Bob Walterson, Cmte. Chairman
Call for Nominations from the floor ..Eric Mattison, SWCE Attorney
Nominations Closed, Tellers Appointed, Director Voting

SWCE update .....................................Syd Briggs, General Manager

Drawing for the $3,200 Alaskan tour, which will be announced at the 
conclusion of the business meeting. (You must be present to win!)

Acceptance of 2009 Reports as printed in Sparks ..Donald Kolb, 
Board President

Prize Drawings including (12) $100 gift certificates from Miner’s Out-
door & Rec, Blooming Prairie, (6) $500 Energy Star® Appliance Cer-
tificates, and (2) $20 gift certificates from Silkey Gardens, Northfield

Announcement of Election Results   ...Eric Mattison, SWCE Attorney
Unfinished and New Business  ...........Donald Kolb, Board President
Adjournment
Final Grand Prize Announcement ..(1) 2010 Alaskan Tour donated 
by 4 Seasons Vacations, Inc., Albert Lea
12 p.m.   ....................................Lunch catered by HyVee, Owatonna
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Steele-Waseca is in the process of writ-
ing a book on the cooperative’s history 
in time for the 75th anniversary in 2011. 
If you have photos with descriptions 
or wish to submit memories of life be-
fore electricity, or when electricity first 
became available at your farmstead, 
please bring those items with you and 
submit them in a designated area be-
fore the registration line at the annual 
meeting. All submitted photos will be 
returned to the members submitting 
them.
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